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New Technology Helps Webmasters Make Web
sites More Comprehensible on Mobile Devices
ARMONK, N.Y., /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- IBM (NYSE:IBM) researchers have created
technology, initially developed for visually-impaired users, that makes it simpler for
Webmasters to make their Web sites more readable on the small screens of mobile
devices, reducing burdensome scrolling through out-of-order text and graphics.
The Web has turned consumers into do-it-yourself travel agents, data entry clerks
and librarians. With the rise of blogs and social media, they have also been turned
into syndicated columnists. As such, many have also been forced to become
amateur Webmasters, faced with the challenge of cramming content into a format
readable on mobile devices, including cellphones - an increasingly common way to
access the Internet.
To help Webmasters of all skill levels, IBM researchers in Tokyo have developed a
visual editor technology that enables Webmasters to arrange their Web site content
reading flow in a logically-ordered sequence - without changing the existing content
- that can be easily read on the small screens of mobile devices.
The editing tool can also improve the browsing experience for visually impaired
Web surfers who use voice browsers to read Web content.
The visual editor uses smoothly connecting arrows to show in what order voice
browsers would present content. To edit the reading flow, Webmasters need only
drag, drop and re-arrange the arrows. This is an improvement over more
cumbersome methods, such as using voice browsers to check reading flow line by
line, and requiring Webmasters to copy and paste large amounts of content to a
memopad to check reading flow.
In addition to Web pages, the tool can be applied to electronic presentations, PDF
documents and Flash content to improve their contextual reading flow.
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