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Iridium Pilot Raises the Bar for Affordable
Broadband Matitime Communications
Iridium Communications announces the launch of its second-generation maritime
broadband platform, Iridium Pilot. Iridium Pilot will utilize the Iridium OpenPort
service -- the world’s first when it comes to fully global maritime broadband.
Iridium Pilot is engineered for enhanced durability to withstand the harshest
maritime conditions, all the while packaged in a small, lightweight antenna. It has a
fixed, electronically-steerable, phased-array antenna, designed to maintain
connectivity in rough seas. Iridium Pilot offers broadband connectivity in addition to
three independent phone lines, all of which work simultaneously, with data speeds
up to 134 kbps. The platform offers a suite of new capabilities for vessel
telecommunications optimization. These capabilities include a built-in firewall for
traffic management and a bulk configuration capability to assist in efficiently
managing large volumes of units. Its small form factor, enhanced capabilities and
flexible service packages make Iridium Pilot an optimal solution for vessels large
and small. In addition, Iridium Pilot maintains the best service program in the
industry, the Iridium Global Service Program, and the industry’s only standard fiveyear limited warranty.
“We currently see a rapid migration from legacy narrowband services to new
generation broadband solutions in the maritime satellite communications market,”
said Richard Roithner, Senior Consultant at Euroconsult. “MSS broadband solutions,
in particular those positioned in the lower price ranges, have seen significant
growth over the last two years increasing at around 120 percent per year.
Euroconsult projects growth to continue in the coming years as these systems
provide an attractive value proposition for low- and medium-end markets, including
fishing, shipping and leisure vessels, to provide safety communications, enhance
ship operations, improve crew welfare as well as provide complementary services
for VSAT. Our research has found that data rates of around 128kbps are sufficient
for the majority of applications used onboard vessels today.”
Iridium Pilot is the latest example of Iridium’s long-term commitment to investment
and innovation focused on satisfying communications needs around the globe. The
company’s goal is to continually improve the customer experience in new and
existing markets in the farthest reaches of the world now and into the future.
“Importantly, Iridium Pilot will be compatible with Iridium’s next generation satellite
constellation, Iridium NEXT,” said Joel Thompson, vice president, product
management, Iridium. “Iridium NEXT, scheduled for deployment starting in 2015, is
the largest commercial space program underway today. Ship operators installing
Iridium Pilot can have the confidence that their equipment will be supported well
beyond 2020.”
Page 1 of 2

Iridium Pilot Raises the Bar for Affordable Broadband Matitime Communicat
Published on Wireless Design & Development (http://www.wirelessdesignmag.com)
For more information about Iridium products, services and partner solutions, visit
www.iridium.com [1].
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